impunity.   This is exactly what suddenly happened amongst the Shakti-hosts as
soon as the seven Kaikasa brothers had come into their midst and gazed at them
with their mysteriously glowing eyes. The damsels all became still like statues unable
to wield their weapons of war or even to move their limbs. While they were in such
a pitiable plight, the danavas cut them down like so many logs of wood and they
were in a most helpless situation. The fully-armed rakshasas now began to slay the
powerless and virtually unarmed foe with impunity. Unable to escape their mysterious
power emanating from the eyes of the Kaikasas, the wounded, maimed and bleeding
damsels began mentally to pray to Laliteswari thus: 0 MOTHER and Creator of the
entire Universe! 0 Lalitamba! Who ruleth over the good people, do protect us from
this great calamity. Oh, come to our rescue speedily'." No sooner had this prayer
been uttered than Lalitamba, the Ocean of Mercy looked at Varahi's body-guard and
mighty warrior TIRASKARANI. Immediately Tiraskarani Devi climbed her mount
named Tamolipta Vahana which was capable of looking on all sides simultaneously.
Arming herself with the MOHANA - bow Tiraskarani Devi charged into the battle
field with a terrfic war-cry and rained serpent like arrows; the rakshasas began to
flee in all directions abandoning their statue-like-damsel victims. Advised by (Varahi)
Dhandini Devi, Tiraskarani let loose the "blinding" astra on Valaha and his six
brothers; whereupon they all became blind, so that the mysterious power of the Sun
had no effect any more. Immediately the statue-like Shakti-damsesI got the use of
their limbs and were able to move about and also use their many powerful-weapons,
effectively led by Devi Tiraskarini; the damsels once more began their slaughter of
the danavas constituting the three hundred akshouhini armies. They gratefully
praised Devi Tiraskarini for releasing them by blinding the cruel danava chiefs and
making them impotent. So the Devi was real Satru Tiraskarini; The Damsels
persuaded her to slay the seven brothers instantly and earn the approval of both
Varahi Devi as well as Syamalamba. Accordingly, Devi Tiraskarini caught hold of
Valahaka by the hair of his head and beheaded him. She also slew his kite vahana
with her arrows. On beholding this act of hers, the devas shouted in joy and begged
her to slay the rest of the chiefs also. Going up to Suchimukha she sliced off his
head with her broad sword and it rolled on the ground with its gem-studded crown.
She gave the same treatment to the remaining five danava chiefs also in quick
succession so that their heads also rolled on the ground helplessly. The Shakti
damsels made the best use of their limbs and weapons and despatched most of the
three hundred akshouhini armies toYama's abode so that rivers of blood flowed on
the battle-field. All those, who had escaped from this wholesale slaughter ran to
Sunyaka Nagara and with great fear and trembling, reported the story of the defeat
of the seven mighty Kaikasa warriors to their KiQg Bhandasura whose heart sank at
the baleful news.

Here, on the battlefield, Dandanayaki (Varahi Devi) prasied Tiraskarini for her
wondrous skill, dexterity and resourcefulness and looked upon her with great favour,
praising her again and again.

THE DEFEAT AND RETREAT OF VISHANGA

HAYAGRIVA: 0 MAHA MUNI AQASTHYA, Bhandasura, with his conviction of
the inferiority of mere woman shattered, now began to scheme for the downfall of
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